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destruction. Within their" castes the people were happy.
Vallabha in his bombastic style thus describes Gujarata in
1704 :

I have seen many lands, wandered over the earth,   I have gone beyond
Attack to see wars.   Some things are found in some places, and other things
in others.   But every sort of happiness is not to be found in these lands ; you
see something wanting.   But, in virtuous Gujarata, you see men and women
equipped with food, drink , and wealth.   One thing more.   It has something
unique : the great, the powerful among the fair, Love. Yet another one like her,
nay a greater lady, Daya" (compassion) lives here ....... In this Gujarata live

the merciful, the generous, the honourable, the wealthy, and the learned. Go
to any place in India yourself : You will never find the qualities for which
Gujarata is famous.1

This description is too effusive, but the testimony of
Venkatadhvarin of Telangana, the author of a carnpa,
Vi'$vagudttdar$a ( c. 1640 ) requires to be noted,

See this Gurjaradesa, Visvzlvasu. Full of wealth and plenty, this land is
another paradise. Its young men have their mouth full of fresh pana, fragrant
with camphor and sweet betel-nut. They put on fancy, bright-coloured dress,
attracting admiration; they adorn themselves with shining ornaments of
jewels. Their bodies are fragrant with sandal-scented paste. They seek
pleasure in company with damsels beautiful as Rati.

The beauty of the young damsels of this land is incomparable. Their
colour is molten gold ; their lips are soft and red ; their hands are delicate as
sprouts; their speech is sweet as nectar; their face is lotus-like; their eyes
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